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Stephen Smith grew up in rural Nova Scotia, where he sang and played the piano
from an early age. After initial studies in his home province in both piano and organ,
he attended the Royal Northern College of Music in Manchester, England. While
there he participated in national and international competitions, and won numerous
awards and distinctions. Since 1990, Stephen has lived in Vancouver, obtaining his
doctoral degree in piano performance from the University of British Columbia, and
contributing to the musical life of the city as a performer, teacher, arranger and
composer. His choral music has been performed and recorded from St. John's,
Newfoundland to Seoul, South Korea, and he has written dozens of compositions on
commission, for groups such as the Vancouver Chamber Choir, the National Youth
Choir of Canada, the BC Choral Federation, and the CBC.

The Isle of Skye is one of the islands called the Hebrides that lie off the west coast of Scotland. It's a windswept and
romantic landscape of rocky shores, green pastures and ever-changing weather as the clouds roll in from the Atlantic. The
Skye Boat Song melody conjures up something of the mystery of the landscape.

This song tells the story of Bonnie Prince Charlie's escape from Benbecula to the Isle of Skye after his defeat at the Battle of
Culloden in 1746. The Prince, disguised as a maid, made the journey in a small boat with the aid of Flora MacDonald, who
was later arrested and imprisoned for her part in the plot.



writtenfor and premiered by Chor Leoni - Diane Loomer, director

Skye Boat Song

\/ Harold Boulton
A.C. Macleod

arr. Stephen Smith
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Speed, bon-nie boat, like a bird on the wing!
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Car - ry the lad that's bom to be king _t O - ver the sea
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Loud the winds howl,
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Baf - fled, our foes stand by the shore, Fol - low they will

Baf - fled, our foes stand by the shore,
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Speed,bon-nie boat, bird on the wing!

Fol - low they will
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Car-rythe lad that's bom to be king O - ver the sea

Car - ry the lad that's born to be king-- - -o
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Tho' the waves leap,

Rocked in the deep,
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Speed, bon-nie boat, like a

Car - ry the lad that's bom

Bumed are our homes,
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Bumed are our homes,

bird on the wing! "On- ward!"the sail
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Yet ere in the sheath, Char - lie

Yet ere the sword cool in the sheath. Char - lie

Speed, bon-nie boat, bird on the wing!
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